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Aims of intercultural teaching and learning

1. Who have we got in mind?

GloE * meets monolingual B in a Chelsea pub

“    bilingual B (Caucasian) born in Bombay in Quebec

“           “        “ (non-Cauc.)  “      “       “        “  

Capetown

“    FloE * in Paris
“         “   at an international conference in Taiwan

“         “   in his/her hometown

*Gloe: German learner of English

*FloE: foreign learner of English

2. Aims (a selection of)

� establish and maintain intercultural contacts

� promote intercultural changes

� enable people to move across national and ethnic borders

� increase the awareness of what is ‘strange/foreign‘ in one‘s 
own culture

� appreciate critically one‘s own and other culture(s)

� learn about a foreign culture

� acquire insight as to how communication works

� avoid ethnocentrism



� develop interpersonal sensitivity

� increase the pupils‘ confidence in themselves

� ?
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